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Ernest-Gunther of Schleswig-Holstein. Somehow or other,
probably through reading the detective novels of Gaboriau,
Baron Schrader became imbued with the idea that the most
successful manner of discovering the identity of the sus-
pected writer of the anonymous letters would be to care-
fully examine the blotting-pads which either he or she were
in the habit of using. Accordingly, Countess Fritz von
Hohenau took advantage of the admiration and devotion en-
tertained for her by Count Augustus Bismarck to induce him
to bring to her the blotting-pad habitually used by the duke,
to whose household he belonged, as chief aid-de-camp.
The count, very reluctantly, it is true, brought to Madame
von Hohenau, the said blotting-pad, and it was imme-
diately submitted to a most careful and even microscopical
examination by her husband, herself, and their friends.
But in spite of every effort it was impossible to discover
the slightest analogy between the writing of the anony-
mous letters and the impressions left on the blotting-pad
of the duke. The countess and her assistants in this queer
task, therefore, came to the conclusion that they would
have to search in a different direction.
It is impossible to say with any degree of certainty how
suspicion was then directed towards Baron Kotze. But I
am under the impression that his name was first mentioned
in connection with the affair by Baron Schrader, who like
himself was a Master of Ceremonies of the Court of Berlin.
The vast wealth enjoyed by the Kotzes, as well as the ex-
traordinary favor manifested towards them by the emperor
and the members of the reigning family, had not unnatu-
rally rendered them objects of no little jealousy on the part
of other personages belonging to the court circle. The
exceedingly sarcastic and malevolent tongue of the Baron-
ess Kotze, and the somewhat coarse flavor of the ever-
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